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ISTMAS AID FOR HOKKAIDO SUFFERERS | ‘ 


_ "Farmers in Hokkaido have been suffering from severe cold weather 
ng the past three or four years, but the present situation is the 
t of all," reports Associate Director Kgntaro Buma of Japan Church 
d Service, who recently visited the island in order to plan further 
icy the stricken areas. Riots would have occurred in the Kushiro < 
lon, according to Mr. Chuji Ichikawa, a local government official; 
she gifts of rice from Church World Service had not been received, 
“students are suffering from malnutrition and skin diseases are 
sient among the children, Only a small fraction of the children 
oats lunches to schools and these consist entirely of pumpkin and 
( “TO alleviate _the situation additional Legs goods are bating 


oe ae 


ee reanives of thirty-two Aeaae in Shimane prefecture 
“met at the Matsue Christian Church and organized ~ Shimane ~~ 
Christian Council. The Reverend S. Shimada of the Episcopal 
Chairman of the executive committee and the Rev. Y, 
eran Matsue Preaching Center recording secretary. | 
ural ENS Le affiliated with the National i 
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bieskor Michio Takaya of Meiji Gakuin University recently 

d from a four months trip to the United States where he 

sted materials for a new history of Protestant Christianity. The 
manuscripts in libraries and denominational headquarters, which 
microfilmed, will provide much information which is said to be 
py new to the Japanese, 


ey IN OKINAWA 


“Every denomination in Okinawa is actively engaged in evangelism," 
the Reverend Tsunetaro Miyakoda, General Secretary of the Japan 
€ Society, who recently returned from a meeting of the Bible 
ss in the islands. "The Spirit of Jesus (Iesu no Mitama) 
Re , which now has a Pee of 3,000, has developed ue 


he lend fronlen is not as explosive as ict. but intérest in 
L rabion has greatly increased, according to Mr. Miyakoda. 


a “The Stat Psu tene ee of the United Church of Christ: in 
apan held its first meeting since the General Assembly at Hayama, 

vember 29-30. The principal subjects on the agenda were relief for 
aido, human rights in Okinawa, and aid for atomic victims, In + 

rd to the atomic victims, representatives from Hiroshima and 

saki at the General Assembly urged support of a bill to be presented 
the Diet to aid the atomic victims, Moreover, the Christian Peace 

ety sponsored meetings at the Fujimicho (November 23) and ther 
10=machi (November 24) churches at which delegates reported on the 
tual state of the victims. Considerable difference of opinion exists. 
to the actual number of sufferers. The Kirisuto Tsushin (Christian 
Service) states that the total is about two hundred eighty thousand 
both cities, fifty-thousand of whom are said to require some #%msi ce 
ention and ten thousand are in need of immediate treatment. The 
ee Nomoto is chairman of the Social Problems Committee, . 


“a oe for oh, in Says. Tokyo, has been successful in puitaina 
al public bath for physically handicapped persons at a cost of 
tlion yen ($8,000). Miss Hayama, the child of a former colonel © 
apanese army, was stricken with diphtheria as a child-of aa 
and lost her right arm:and leg. Urged by her father on his 
become a Christian, she was baptized and later became a 
conscious aee the difficulties of other physically aS 
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SU UNIONS IN CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


Representatives of sixty-nine Christian schools affiliated with 
Birceation. Association of Christian Schools, meeting in Hayama 

vember 13-14 were urged by some educators to seek for the organization 
' Christian Unions rather than unions formed in accordance with the 
Labor:Standards. Law. The drafting of regulations for such unions was 
referred to the association's officers and staff, 


cris PREPARATIONS FOR AMAMI ISLAND CHURCHES 


in order to assist the Christian movement in the Amami’ Islands the 
ated Church of Christ in Japan is planning to take a special 
istmas offering among churches and Sunday schools. The financial 
ficulties of the islanders are such that even repairs on their 

ech buildings are difficult. The Reverend Jiro Fukui, former chair- 
of the Kyushu District, is presently ministering to the needs of 
islanders. 
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CHRISTIAN SOCIAL WORKERS HONORED 


Miss Annie Powlas of the United Lutheran Church was one of the six 

Christian social workers recently honored in the presence of the Emperor 

d Empress at a ceremony Sponsored by the National Convention of Social 
rkers at Hibiya Public Hall in Tokyo. 


CH iRISTIAN STUDY CENTER CONFERENCE IN MADRAS 


‘The Reverend Kiyoshi Hirai, General Secretary of the National 
ristian Council, will attend’ a conference in Madras, India, April 3, 

7 OF ‘representatives concerned with the establishment of Christian 
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The Reverend Kozo Kashiwai of the United Church of Christ: in Japan 
ently spent a week in Okinawa discussing plans for theological 
cation for ministers in Okinawa. 
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_ Thirty Christian leaders in the field religious education recentl¥ 

+ the Hoshino Hotsprings near Karuizawa to plan a new comprehensive 
culum to be inaugurated in 1959 in connection with the 14th World 
nsion on Christian Education, 


